Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LISBON 05606 231524Z 
66 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 10-10 ISO-OO ACDA-05 OPIC-03 AF-06 SAM-01 

SAJ-01 CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 

PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /085 W 

081711 

R 231218Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4360 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMCONSUL OPORTO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
USMISSION NATO 
DIA WASHDC 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 

CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 5606 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PO, PINS 

SUBJECT: POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
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SUMMARY: COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETS SEPT 23. MDP/CDE ATTACKS 
GOVERNMENT. PORTUGUESE LIBERATION ARMY (ELP) CLAIMS CREDIT FOR 
WEEKEND BOMBINGS. PRP-BR CLAIMS RESPONSIBILITY FOR SEPT 1 1 
THEFT OF 1 .000 G-3 AUTOMATIC RIFLES. SUV SOLDIERS AND SYMPATHIZERS 
DEMONSTRATE IN SACAVEM AGAINST "REACTIONARIES.'' MARIO SOARES 
TO GENEVA. FILGEIRAS SOARES FORMALLY INSTALLED AS INTERIM NAVY 
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OF BASQUE TERRORIST TRIALS. END SUMMARY. 

1. NEW GOVERNMENT: FLURRY OF ACTIVITY TOOK PLACE SEPT 22 IN 
MOST MINISTRIES IN ANTICIPATION OF FIRST FORMAL MEETING OF 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS SCHEDULED FOR THIS AFTERNOON (SEPT 23). 
NEGOTIATIONS ARE CONTINUING AMONG PARTIES AND PRIME MINISTER 
OVER FINAL SELECTIONS FOR SUB-CABINET LEVEL POSITIONS. ANNOUNCE- 
MENT OF NEW SECRETARIES OF STATE MAY NOT TAKE PLACE 

BEFORE WEEKEND. FELLOW TRAVELING MDP/CDE ISSUED STATEMENT 
SEPT 22 ANNOUNCING ITS "NON-SUPPORT' 1 OF NEW GOVERNMENT AND 
EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER RECENT CHANGES IN THE AFM; CALLING FOR " 
INCREASED VIGILANCE AND PRESSURE FROM THE POPULAR MASSES." 

MDP/CDE SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDED PRIME MINISTER AZEVEDO FROM ITS 
CRITICISM, REAFFIRMING ITS ADMIRATION FOR HIS PROGRESSIVE QUALITIES. 

2. ELP CLAIMS RESPONSIBILITY FOR BOMBS: PORTUGUESE LIBERATION 
ARMY (ELP) CLAIMED CREDIT SEPT 22 FOR THE WEEKEND BOMBINGS 
INCLUDING THE EXPLOSION OUTSIDE THE CASCAIS NAVY CLUB WHERE 
PRIME MINISTER AZEVEDO WAS STAYING (REF A). ANONYMOUS CALLER 
TO UPI, REUTER, AND AFP DESCRIBED CASCAIS BOMB AS "WARNING FOR 
MILITARY REGIME," AND CLAIMED THAT "ELP IS NOW PREPARED TO 
LIQUIDATE ANY IMPORTANT FIGURE IN THE MARXIST MILITARY GOVERNMENT." 
PCP ISSUED SELF-SERVING STATEMENT CALLING ON GOVERNMENT TO COMBAT 
REACTION AND THE ACTIVITIES OF "FASCIST GROUPS." 

3. ARMS THEFT: SEPT 22 ISSUE OF "A LUTA" REPORTED THAT 
CIVILIAN AND MILITARY MEMBERS OF THE FAR LEFT REVOLUTIONARY 
PARTY OF THE PROLETARIAT (PRP-BR) HAVE CLAIMED CREDIT FOR THE 
SEPT 1 1 THEFT OF 1,000 G-3 AUTOMATIC RIFLES (REF B). THE 
MISSING RIFLES WERE DESTINED FOR LEFT-LEANING MILITARY POLICE 
REGIMENT IN LISBON. "A LUTA" QUOTED UNNAMED MILITARY SOURCE 
AS SAYING THAT SOME 20,000 MILITARY WEAPONS ARE PROBABLY IN 
CIVILIAN HANDS, MOST OF THEM WITH FAR LEFT GROUPS. 

4. MILITARY INDISCIPLINE: A FEW HUNDRED SOLDIERS, SUV MEMBERS 

OR SYMPATHIZERS, DEMONSTRATED SEPT 22 IN SACAVEM ON OUTSKIRTS OF 
LISBON IN PROTEST AGAINST A SIXTH PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT "OF THE 
RIGHT" AND AGAINST POLITICAL GAINS BY "REACTIONARIES." THE GROUP 
MARCHED ON THE BARRACKS OF THE QUARTERMASTER AND ORDNANCE 
SCHOOL (ESCOLA PRACTICA DO SERVICIO DE MATERIAL), AND ALSO 
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PROTESTED THE SEPT 20 ARREST OF TWO SOLDIERS AT MAFRA INFANTRY 
SCHOOL WHO WERE CAUGHT WITH SUV PROPAGANDA IN THEIR POSSESSION. 

5. SOARES ACTIVITIES: PS LEADER MARIO SOARES DEPARTED TODAY 
(SEPT 23) FOR GENEVA WHERE HE WILL PARTICIPATE IN A TELEVISED 
DISCUSSION OF PORTUGUESE POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS. ON SEPT 21. 

SOARES CONFERRED WITH DUTCH FOREIGN MINISTER VAN DER STOHL, WHO 
STOPPED BRIEFLY IN LISBON ON ROUTE TO THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
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6. NAVY CHIEF SWORN-IN: CDR FILGUEIRAS SOARES WAS SWORN IN 
SEPT 22 AS INTERIM NAVAL CHIEF OF STAFF. HE WILL SERVE AS 

CHIEF OF STAFF - HOLDING THE TEMPORARY RANK OF VICE ADMIRAL - 
WHILE AZEVEDO IS PRIME MINISTER. SEE REF (C) FOR BIO. 

7. SPANISH SHOW THEIR IRE: LISBON MORNING GOP-FINANCED PAPERS, 

"DIARIO DE NOTICIAS" AND "O SECULO" PROMINENTLY REPORT THAT 
THE OFFICIAL SPANISH TV NETWORK HAS RECALLED ITS CORRESPONDENT 
FROM LISBON, PROTESTING "THE UNPERMISSABLE CAMPAIGN CONDUCTED 
BY (OFFICIAL) PORTUGUESE RADIO AND TELEVISION AGAINST OUR 
COUNTRY AND OUR GOVERNMENT." DIRECTOR GENERAL OF SPANISH TV 
SENT GOP-MANAGED TV NETWORK'S DIRECTOR A TELEGRAM IN WHICH 
HE ESPECIALLY CRITICIZED A PORTUGUESE NEWS PROGRAM OF SUNDAY, 

SEPT 21. SPANIARD SAID THE BROADCAST "SUPPORTED TERRORISM, AND 
INSULTED SPAIN'S CHIEF OF STATE AND ITS GOVERNMENT." BROADCAST 
IN QUESTION FEATURED COMMENTS AGAINST "POLITICAL REPRESSION 

IN SPAIN," ESPECIALLY BASQUE SITUATION. 

8. COMMENT: ATTACK BY FELLOW-TRAVELING MDP/CDE ON THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT UNDERSCORES THE TENUOUS NATURE OF COMMUNIST SUPPORT 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT. EXCLUSION OF PRIME MINISTER AZEVEDO FROM 
ATTACK DEMONSTRATE THE COMMUNISTS' INTEREST IN MAINTAINING CLOSE 
LINKS WITH LEFTIST NAVY OFFICERS, WHO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
AZEVEDO. 

9. THE ELP-CLAIMED BOMBING AT CASCAIS WAS THE FIRST ACTION 
DIRECTED AGAINST A GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL, AND ILLUSTRATES HOW 
DISSATISFIED THE FAR RIGHT IS WITH WHAT IT CONTINUES TO REGARD 
AS A GOVERNMENT OF THE LEFT. SUCH ATTACKS ARE MADE TO ORDER 
FOR COMMUNISTS AND ELEMENTS OF THE FAR LEFT. 

10. THE THEFT OF THE AUTOMATIC RIFLES ILLUSTRATES THE BEHIND- 
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THE-SCENES "ARMS RACE" IN WHICH POLITICAL PARTIES OF ALL PER- 
SUASIONS ARE COMPETING THUS FAR WITH MINIMAL GOVERNMENTAL 
INTERFERENCE. (REF B) DEMOCRATIC PARTIES, PARTICULARLY PS, CONSIDER 
DISARMING OF CIVILIAN PARA MILITARY GROUPS A PRIORITY TASK OF 
NEW GOVERNMENT. 

CARLUCCI 
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